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hammadans are declining in wealth, knowledge and
ability, and the time is not far distant when they must
be content to accept a subordinate position among the
units which constitute the social organisation of India.

The increasing poverty which is the inevitable re-
sult of our law of succession, is leading families here
and classes there to try to evade its operation. Rich
families in the Lower Provinces are every now and
then providing against the minute subdivision of
their property; the Ta'lukdaars of Awodh have
already got a law securing succession to a single heir ;
and Seiyed Ahmed Qhaan sought to provide a law for
the entire community calculated to secure succession
in a single line. He failed because the feeling for
such a law is not yet sufficiently strong ; but it
cannot now be denied by any Mohammadan who has
studied the ideas or aspirations of his brethren that
the increasing degradation of our social and political
position is rapidly bringing us to an united feeling
in favour of the repeal of our laws of inheritance in
substance if not in form.

A part of theMaeman community have lately mani-
fested a desire to adopt the Mohammadan law in
matters of inheritance, and a Bill wRs introduced
into the Legislative Council of India to give effect to
their desire. If they succeed in bringing themselves
under the Mohammadan Law in matters of inheritance,
their social position and political importance will be
seriously affected, and a few years will suffice to make